
Activity 1: A Burning Maths Problem.

 From 1100 - 1350, in what is now the Broads National Park, 25 million cubic metres of peat was dug,
by hand, out of the ground before being dried and then brunt to cook food and heat homes. The

demand for peat was so great huge shallow quarries were dug into the land. When the diggings were
abandoned the pits flooded with water as sea levels began to rise and  formed the broads (lakes) we

know today. There are a total of 63 broads in the Broads National Park.

Burning peat releases tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Your task is to calculate how
much carbon dioxide was released when the peat dug out of the Broads National Park during the

Middle Ages was burnt. 

1 cubic metre of peat releases 184 kg of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere when it is burnt. How
much carbon dioxide was released when the 25 million cubic metres of peat dug from the Broads

region were burnt in the Middle Ages? 
(Answer on the Get Active - Flood Protection PDF)

Activity 2: Count penguins from your house.

Why Protect Peatlands?

Destroying our remaining peatlands, through drainage or burning, means 
all the stored carbon is released into the atmosphere as carbon dioxide,
adding to the global warming crisis and hastening the melting of the ice
caps. But good news, all is not lost, you can help save the penguins!

 
Just go to Zooniverse Penguin Watch and count every
penguin you can see in the images then submit your results. 

Highly addictive, suitable for children and adults, the numbers you submit will 
help Oxford University scientists explain why penguin populations are declining
so they can act to save them. Start counting in 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 ....

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/penguintom79/penguin-watch

